
From: "Kahana, Michael J." <kahana@psych.upenn.edu> 

Date: December 15, 2023 at 10:25:08 AM EST 

To: Eric Feldman <eafeldma@law.upenn.edu> 

Cc: Julie Platt <juliebplatt@gmail.com>, Marc Rowan <rowan@apollo.com>, "Seligman, Martin E P" 

<seligman@psych.upenn.edu>, "Tetlock, Philip" <tetlock@wharton.upenn.edu> 

Subject: [External] Question about your Faculty Senate Letter 

  

Hi Eric (cc: Julie Platt, Marty Seligman, Phil Tetlock, and Marc Rowan), 

 

I just read your tri-chair letter to the faculty castigating the trustees and advisors for meddling in the 

affairs of the university.  Your letter specifically calls out Marc Rowan’s questions, which I have studied 

and found to be both reasonable and helpful.  What exactly did you object to in Mr. Rowan’s questions 

(your letter doesn’t say)?   And why do you feel it is inappropriate for an “advisor” to ask such 

questions?  Indeed, if an advisor can’t offer their advice then why invite them to be an advisor?  Maybe 

I’m not tutored in the intricacies of institutional governance, but this seems like common sense.  

Further, under the charter, the trustees are “charged with the ultimate responsibility for the course of 

the University”.  They should be faithful fiduciaries. 

 

Now perhaps the faculty senate doesn’t like the idea of having advisors / trustees meddling in the affairs 

of the university, but your letter doesn't lay out this charge.   

 

Speaking of the faculty senate…. this is a curiosity to me.   In my 20  years at Penn I have taught students 

at all levels, served in many capacities, and won most of the major awards in my field, but somehow I 

have never known what the faculty senate is, or how it works. Not once has the senate solicited my 

opinion about anything.  Maybe I am not the “type” of faculty whom you would be welcome in the 

senate.  Or maybe I failed to pay the union dues?  If your letter is meant to convey the views of the 

faculty, then conduct a formal vote (by secret ballot so junior faculty don’t feel compelled to side with 

the senate chairs)? I suspect that many faculty would not endorse your senate letter criticizing the 

advisors, trustees and alumni. 

 

As a scientist, I try to discover truths about the world and share my love of discovery with my Penn 

students.  I generally avoid university politics, but when I see a dedicated advisor, trustee, or alumnus 

trying to help our beloved institution, I cannot find justification in chastising them for offering their 

guidance.  Maybe the senate chairs don’t agree with everything in Mr. Rowan’s letter or the actions of 

the trustees, but this should not prevent us from having a thoughtful dialogue about the issues.   

 



Sincerely, 

 

Mike Kahana 

Edmund J. and Louise W. Kahn Term Professor of Psychology 

University of Pennsylvania 

http://memory.psych.upenn.edu 

 

 

On Dec 14, 2023 Seligman, Martin E P <seligman@psych.upenn.edu> wrote: 

 

Penn is in trouble, perhaps the most in my 55+ years. Much of the trouble comes directly from the 

policies of the administration and the faculty. 

  

We should welcome wise advice, not the least from the trustees and the advisory boards. Mr. Rowan 

seems to be offering advice, not “determination” on how the administration and faculty might correct 

misguided policy. 

  

From: Psych-fullprof <psych-fullprof-bounces@groups.sas.upenn.edu> on behalf of John Trueswell 

<trueswel@psych.upenn.edu> 

Date: Thursday, 14 December 2023 at 7:20 PM 

To: faculty <faculty@psych.upenn.edu> 

Subject: [Psych-fullprof] Fwd: Faculty Letter to Penn Trustees: Inviting you to add your signature 

In case you didn’t see this. 

John 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Office of the Faculty Senate <senate@pobox.upenn.edu> 

Date: Thu, Dec 14, 2023 at 12:46 PM 

Subject: Faculty Letter to Penn Trustees: Inviting you to add your signature 

To: FACULTYSENATE@LISTS.UPENN.EDU <FACULTYSENATE@lists.upenn.edu> 



  

Dear Standing Faculty colleagues, 

  

We write today to call your attention to the email and “Questions for UPenn Trustees” that Mr. Marc 

Rowan, Chair of the Wharton Board of Advisors, submitted to the Trustees on December 12, 2023. 

Those materials have been covered by the Philadelphia Inquirer (which can be accessed via the Penn 

Libraries). In response to Mr. Rowan’s communication and the ongoing attack on the University of 

Pennsylvania’s independence, we ask you to consider signing the following letter to the Trustees.  We 

also encourage you to share this message with your colleagues and within your schools for wider 

distribution. 

  

Sincerely, 

Tulia, Eric, and Vivian 

  

  

Penn Faculty Letter to Trustees 

  

To the Members of the Board of Trustees: 

  

The undersigned faculty members of the University of Pennsylvania unambiguously reject the view that 

the Board of Trustees, the Schools’ Boards of Advisors, alumni, or donors should determine Penn’s 

academic priorities or governance policies. The Faculty Handbook makes abundantly clear that the 

Board of Trustees delegates the management of the University to the President and the decision-making 

process to the shared governance of faculty, staff, and students (Section 1.A.). The current efforts of 

some members of the broader Penn community to reverse our longstanding governance structure 

threatens the freedom of the faculty to conduct independent and academically rigorous research and 

teaching. Penn’s academic excellence is built upon decades of shared governance in which the faculty 

play a central role in crafting policies around teaching, research, and all other aspects of our University’s 

academic mission, grounded in the principles of academic freedom and open expression. These 

principles and policies strengthen our process of knowledge creation and dissemination, while making 

our institution one of the foremost leaders in higher education in the U.S. and globally. We oppose all 

attempts by trustees, donors, and other external actors to interfere with our academic policies and to 

undermine academic freedom. 

  

TO ADD YOUR SIGNATURE TO THIS LETTER, CLICK HERE. 



  

  

This message was sent by: 

  

The Faculty Senate Tri-Chairs 

Tulia G. Falleti, Class of 1965 Endowed Term Professor of Political Science, Chair of the Faculty Senate 

Eric A. Feldman, Heimbold Chair in International Law and Professor of Law, Chair-Elect of the Faculty 

Senate 

Vivian L. Gadsden, William T. Carter Professor of Child Development and Education, Past Chair of the 

Faculty Senate 

  

Box 9 College Hall   

Philadelphia, PA   19104-6303 

Tel 215.898.6943   

Fax 215.898.0974   

senate@pobox.upenn.edu 



On Dec 14, 2023, at 10:49 PM, Steven E. Johnston <stevenejohnston@gmail.com> 
wrote: 

 
Congrats on the success of the initiative to remove Magill and Bok, and appreciate the 
questions you are asking related to Penn's governance and operation. Please keep 
interested alumni posted as to the progress/next steps. I think most alumni do not 
consider ourselves "external" to Penn, despite what those uncomfortable with reform 
may say. 
 
Best, 
 
Steve Johnston WG'14 
 
On Wed, Dec 6, 2023 at 7:22 PM Steven E. Johnston <stevenejohnston@gmail.com> 
wrote: 
Please see my 2 emails I've sent to Magill and 1 email I've sent to Bok. 
 
Best, 
 
Steve Johnston WG'14 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Steven E. Johnston <stevenejohnston@gmail.com> 
Date: Wed, Dec 6, 2023 at 4:25 PM 
Subject: Fwd: The time for delayed words is over 
To: <scottlbok@gmail.com>, <sbok@greenhill.com> 
 

Mr. Bok, 
 
I have watched with great embarrassment the situation at Penn. 
 
As an alum who cares deeply about the university, I urge you and President Magill to 
step down from your positions. 
 
It is for the good of Penn so that we can move forward as a unified university, with moral 
clarity. 
 
Genocide is wrong. No matter the context. Period. 
 
Already hundreds of millions in donations to Penn have been lost, perhaps billions. 
 
After yesterday's hearing, I strongly suspect much more is at stake. 
 
I wish you well in the future, but please do the right thing. 
 

mailto:stevenejohnston@gmail.com
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Resign. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Steve Johnston WG'14 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Steven E. Johnston <stevenejohnston@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Dec 5, 2023 at 9:16 PM 
Subject: Re: The time for delayed words is over 
To: <magill@upenn.edu> 
 

President Magill, 
 
I watched your testimony before Congress today. 
 
I cannot stress enough my hope that you will resign. 
 
In no context it is okay to call for the genocide of a people, Jewish or otherwise. 
 
I'm sorry to hear you do not understand this. 
 
With all due respect, please resign. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Johnston WG'14 
 
On Mon, Oct 23, 2023 at 2:31 PM Steven E. Johnston <stevenejohnston@gmail.com> 
wrote: 
President Magill, 
 
I'm writing as a follow up to my mailing to Penn in which I enclosed my final $1 donation, 
as well as my email in which I indicated I am pausing my automatic annual donation to 
Penn. 
 
While I love Penn very much and previously attended your recent speaking engagement 
in Washington, DC and even thanked you for finally calling the October 7 attack on 
Israel what it is (terrorism), it has become clear to me that new leadership is needed for 
Penn. 
 
Your words regarding the Palestinian conference and, more recently, the terrorist attack 
came far too late and demonstrated an inability to effectively lead Penn. 
 
In your ADL letter, you indicated you were committed to addressing antisemitism. 
However, the attack of October 7 was without a doubt the greatest act of antisemitism in 
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my lifetime, and you chose to speak to Indigenous Peoples' Day on October 9 and could 
not make a statement until October 10, at which point you could not use the words 
"terrorism" or "antisemitism." 
 
In the wake of that vacuum of moral clarity, Penn student groups issued a horrible 
statement blaming Israel for their being attacked. Under pressure from numerous 
alumni, you finally issued your additional statement on October 15, but the silence that 
preceded this was quite deafening. 
 
Since that time, I've had to read countless stories about additional antisemitic words and 
incidents on campus as well as Jewish Penn students indicating they do not feel safer 
than they did a month ago, according to a story in the Inquirer. 
 
The same day as that story, I also read an op-ed from Scott Bok that alluded to Marc 
Rowan's letter. I do not know either of these alumni, but my honest assessment is that 
Mr. Rowan does not want to be doing what he is doing, but feels he has to. I found 
many of his points to be persuasive and worth your consideration. 
 
Meanwhile, I found Mr. Bok's op-ed to unreasonably strawman Mr. Rowan's critique 
(which he failed to link to) and found the op-ed to both gaslit readers and demonstrate 
an unwillingness to either listen to the valid concerns of Mr. Rowan and countless 
alumni or bring about fundamental change at Penn. 
 
The time for delayed words is over, and thus, I join my many fellow alumni in calling for 
you and Mr. Bok to step aside from your leadership roles so that Penn can bring about a 
new chapter of moral clarity. 
 
I wish you and Mr. Bok well in your future endeavors, and I hope Penn will finally listen 
to its alumni and bring about fundamental change to demonstrate its 
unequivocal opposition to antisemitism. 
 
Leges Sine Moribus Vanae, 
 
Steve Johnston WG'14 
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